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SUB J : ANTI-TERRORISM PROGRAM - ARMORING OF OFFICIAL CAR 

THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE WAS DRAFTED BY CONGEN BELFAST. 

1 . IN THE COURSE OF IMPROVING THE PHYSICAL SECURITY OF 
THE CONGEN OFFICE AND THE RESIDENCES, THE AMERICAN-MADE 
OFFICIAL SEDAN WAS RECENTLY REPLACED BY A UK CHRYSLER 
MODEL, WHICH HAS RIGHTHAND DRIVE, IS SMALLER, AND IS IN- 
CONSPICUOUS. IN ADDITION TO THE USUAL ARMOR FOR THE CAR 
(DOORS AND REAR SEAT), I REPEATEDLY ASKED THAT ARMOR BE 
FITTED UNDER THE BODY, AND WAS TOLD THAT IT IS NOT TECH- 
NICALLY POSSIBLE. 

2. WE SEE TWO THREATS TO AMERICAN PERSONNEL IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND: (A) FROM CASUAL VIOLENCE, I.E., BEING CAUGHT 

IN SOMETHING INADVERTANTLY; OR (B) BEING SPECIFICALLY 
TARGETED BY ONE OF THE PROVINCE'S PARAMILITARY ORGANIZA- 
TIONS. THE NORMAL ARMORING OF THE CAR OFFERS US REASON 
ABLE PROTECTION AGAINST CASUAL VIOLENCE, BUT DOES NOT 
COVER US WELL ENOUGH SHOULD WE EVER BE TARGETED SPECIF- 
ICALLY. 

3. HYPOTHETICAL THOUGH IT IS, A DIRECT THREAT WOULD COME 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 LONDON 10184 271553Z 

FROM THE PROVISIONAL IRA. IN THAT CONNECTION WE NOTE: 

(A) PIRA KILLED THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR IN DUBLIN IN L976 
WITH A MINE THAT WENT OFF UNDER HIS CAR. (B) IT USES 
SIMILAR MINES AGAINST SECURITY FORCES IN NORTHERN IRELAND 
AND IN RECENT MONTHS SEVERAL TIMES USED BOOBY TRAPS 
UNDERNEATH CAR BODIES THAT WERE ACTIVATED BY THE FRONT 
WHEELS. STANDARD CAR ARMOR WOULD DO US NO GOOD AGAINST 
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SUCH TACTICS. 

4. ACTION RECOMMENDED: IF THE DEPARTMENT IS NOT ALREADY 
DOING SO, DEVELOP THE MEANS TO ARMOR THE BOTTOM OF CARS 
IN SUCH A WAY THAT THE CAR CAN STILL BE MAINTAINED AND 
USED CONVENIENTLY. 

BREWSTER 
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